Observations on bacteria associated with pigeon crop.
Lactobacilli, streptococci and coliforms of pigeon crop contents, 5th wash, macerate and those of first-day pigeon milk have been studied. Streptococci predominated in all the samples tested. Relatively higher counts of lactobacilli and streptococci in crop macerate than in the 5th wash suggested the adhesion of these bacteria to crop wall. Because of frequent occurrence in crop of partially digested fibrous food, its contents were tested for the presence of cellulolytic bacteria. The results indicated that four isolates were capable of utilizing cellulose with the resultant production of reducing sugars. It is inferred that the crop microflora is involved in the degradation of dietary fibre in the pigeon.